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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-25 and 27-41 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1 . Claims 1-25, 27-41 of U. S. Application 09/480,343 filed on 10-February-2000, 
are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-25, 27-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fukuda et al. in view of Allsop et al. (5,970,472; Applicant's IDS). 

5. Fukuda et al. disclose managing building options, comprising: 

obtaining from a first user an indication of at least one available new building 
option for constructing a new building; 

causing the at least one available new building option to be electronically 
accessible to a second user; 
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providing information electronically on the at least one available new building 
option to the second user; 

obtaining electronically from said the second user an indication of at least one 
choice from among the at least one available new building option; and 

providing the indication of the at least one choice to said the first user; 

wherein the indication of the at least one available new building option is 
obtained electronically; 

wherein the indication of the at least one choice is provided to the first user 
electronically; 

Fukuda: a networked interactive VR system for home and kitchen layout for 
customers. See abstract: "a Virtual Reality (VR) technology 
application, a networked VR-supported design system of a 
kitchen layout. This networked VR system was developed on 
personal computers to allow customers to design at home. 
With the VR system, customers can have a pseudo-experience 
of their "virtual kitchen", modify the design of the 
kitchen, and make decisions by being provided with a good 
idea of their potential purchase. The VR system will also 
play an important role in user interface in the House 
Design Advisory System. This system gives advice on house 
design , as well as on kitchen layout design , according to 
the customers'' diversified lifestyles." See COl. 2, page 93: "The 
VR allows customers to examine a design and make changes at 
an early stage in the process . Examples of VR applications 
are to be found in design, prototype, and space layout 
planning. " See section 2 (layout design in the showroom); section 4 (VR 
system on the internet); section 5 (VR systems for customers)) 

4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed an the Internet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 
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• The interface on the World Wide Web appears. 

• A customer looks at die interface and selects each product 
interactively {!). 

• If he/she wants to know the more information of a compo- 
nent product such as a function, a price, a size, and a pho- 
tograph, he/she can see by clicking the product name. The 
detailed information including behavior are shown using 
multimedia (2). 

■ Each component product is selected over and over. When 
all products are selected, he/she may click (he button named 



* The selected products are represented (3). If he/she wishes 
to experience the virtual world, he may click the button 
named "VR". Then he/she can experience the virtual world 
and review die first design with die existing photograph 
together (4). 




Figure I: System Kitchen 



Flgurr t>i dfMi<ii proipv. M tins!]*, i i \ i uiUHnei- i«s&.>, M lilt inir rid-ii <m tltr World W kiu Wf b ami iettn.fi> t-aoh protiw* 
jnwacnvefj ; ft ftc-Ahe wants tn know thf hm>f<- infi'i-nutum of a component product, hcAfsecsKJ re* t>> sticking (i>e 
prodifft rum*: ?> V>tu n M product* are wlo.-ti.ri, tint jrr rcprvienhMfc it HfJStw can t>fh.nmr<> th-e MrtiiaJ world a»J 
review ibt first dfStgii »itJ) tx*»tfi photograph ioftc-<tw: 5) If itrftl*? warns w rf$tJ»»o a fompancnf j>r«ltief. a dssiRn 
alttmiitfH' ffStHiv r.6ptK«ri.'ti h$ «.ti£kii>« thy j>f<Kiiul m the virtu if world; 6! When h«Abt-< •#!»-■<. a &M>fite fKini1fj<.t m tht 
palette, ii is, loaded from a tiiMSi>aw ori the wUork. 1 1 VfKr d^tgHias, if heAfa <*ish«4, tilt- \ RMLtlala b> '*ei1 to the 
riiowFixm: Hrs> -Vn'J> V $><>Ji-m (miter dt'M-iojwiitri? ctnpioiiitg J fie At . 



wherein the first user inputs said the indication of the at least one available new 
building option at a first computing unit and said the second user inputs the indication of 
the at least one choice from among the at least one available new building option at a 
second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a communications 
network; 

wherein the communications network is a global computer network; 

wherein the at least one available option is electronically accessible to said 
the second user only if said the second user first electronically transmits a valid password. 
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4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on the Interact and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 




wherein the at least one available new building option comprises at least one 
building component; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one building 
component to said the second user; 

wherein the at least one building component comprises a household appliance, 
and wherein the information comprises information relating to said the household 
appliance; 
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(Note fig. 1 and col. 2, page 95): 




Figure I: System Kitchen Manning Process 



wherein the information comprises pricing information; 

wherein the information comprises an image of the household appliance; 



wherein said the information comprises performance information of said the household appliance; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one available new building 
option to said the second user; 

wherein said the information comprises product category information; 



(page 95, col. 2): 



• l-ivfvplats of itse tonta 
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products are described 
using catalogues and displays 

T 

rough sketch of kitchen layout 

drawing made on our 
kitchen CAD system 

— T 



VR-expertence 



Changes Desired 




final drawings made on t 
kitchen CAD system 



| order to the CIM itnes j 
Figure 1: System Kitchen Planning Process 



6. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether authorization is required to access portions of the website. 
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7. Allsop et al. disclose the use of authorization to allow users access to portions of 
websites (col. 2, entire patent generally). 

8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to carry out those steps because the use and advantages of this feature are 
well known to those skilled in the art, namely providing for internet security. In this 
respect, see col. 1 of Allsop et al. 

9. Allowing for user authorization would have also been obvious because it is a 
choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem of internet 
security. "When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem and there 
are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary skill has 
good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp." KSR, 127 
S. Ct. at 1742, 82 USPQ2d at 1397. 

1 0. Variations on a theme are also obvious. As a further alternative, it would have 
been obvious because design incentives to solve the problem of internet security would 
have prompted a predictable variation in the prior art system of Fukuda et al. to apply 
the known principle of providing internet security, disclosed in Allsop et al., in order to 
allow a user access the internet site of Fukuda et al., with confidence that the 
transactions will be secure. "When a work is available in one field of endeavor, design 
incentives and other market forces can prompt variations of it, either in the same field or 
a different one. If a person of ordinary skill can implement a predictable variation, §103 
likely bars its patentability." KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 1740, 82 USPQ2d at 1396. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 1 1/9/2007, have been carefully considered and are 
not persuasive. Applicants are thanked for the amendment and arguments. 

12. Applicant's arguments regarding the art are not persuasive. Please see updated 
rejection. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be: 

directed to: Dr. Hugh Jones telephone number (571 ) 272-3781 , 
Monday-Thursday 0830 to 0700 ET, 

or 

the examiner's supervisor, Kamini Shah, telephone number (571) 272-2279. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist, telephone number (703) 305-3900. 

mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or (703) 308-1396 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

PROPOSED or DRAFT). 

Respectfully submitted, 
/Hugh Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2128 
February 12, 2008 



